
Year 1

Meet the teachers
September 2022

Bristol class: Mrs Mills – Monday – Wednesday
Mrs Maher – Thursday and Friday
York class - Miss Parlane



English & Maths

Power of Reading – using high quality 
literature

White Rose Maths – mathematic mastery



New Thematic Curriculum

Themes for the curriculum this year:

• The Seaside

• Toys

• The Arctic

• Aeroplanes

• Space

• Africa
At Hale our new Thematic Curriculum is designed to be broad and inclusive. We 
strive to ensure our curriculum is exciting and engaging. Our curriculum is 
knowledge and skills based which allows children to build their learning year after 
year. By having a knowledge and skills based curriculum it allows learners to make 
connections jumping off what they already know rather than depending on 
memory to memorize facts. Our themes are carefully planned from the 
objectives each year group covers and is book led to support the learning of 
vocabulary.

(Science, History, Geography, Music, French, Computing, RE, 
Art & DT)



PSHE - Jigsaw
• The health and wellbeing of the children is of the 
utmost importance to us, especially in these unusual 
times.

• Jigsaw is a mindful approach and part of every 
weekly lesson encourages the children to stop and pay 
more attention to the present moment – this is proven 
to improve mental wellbeing.

• The whole school from nursery to year 6 are using 
the Jigsaw scheme of work and it prepares children for 
life helping them to really know and value who they are 
and understand how to relate to other people in this 
ever-changing world.

• The first topic is ‘Being Me In My World’ and it covers 
a wide range of topics, including a sense of belonging, 
welcoming others and being part of a school 
community, a wider community, and a global 
community; it also looks at children’s rights and 
responsibilities, working and socialising with others, and 
pupil voice.



Classroom 
Equipment

The school will provide all the children 
with everything they will need so they 
do not need to bring in a pencil case.

Please ensure your children only bring 
the following to school:

• Water bottle

• Lunch box (if not having hot school 
dinners)

• Suitable coat for all weathers (we 
want to take the children outside even 
on the rainy days!



Reading

Studies have shown that 
children who read for pleasure 
have more academic success 
than those who do not.
• To support your children’s learning this year the most 

important thing we are asking you to do is to ensure your 
child reads a phonetic book daily.  To make reading 
pleasurable rather than a chore, try and have fun and use 
reading as a time to relax. Make cosy dens or just simply 
snuggle down and make the experience less like an 
expectation or another task after an already long day.

• We have given the children a reading diary to record 
their reading and we are asking you to bring the reading 
diary and book in every day.

• In addition to their daily reading, it is also important for 
Year 1 children to have stories read to them and to have 
discussions about what they are reading. We have a list of 
questions you can ask your children about their reading 
or perhaps you can read the same books and have a 
discussion together.

• Please email us if you would like a suggested reading list.



Home Learning

• Daily Reading (5 x a week) – this can be both your child reading to you 
or you sharing a book with your child

• Topic homework – a list of possible activities to complete will be sent 
via seesaw for each topic.

• A third piece of home learning each week, which will be rotated to give 
pupils a mix of different subject areas. These will include:

• A Maths activity

• Phonics (Reception and KS1)

• A Literacy task



PE

Please send the children to school in their PE kits on the day 
their class has PE:

Bristol/York – Wednesday indoors

Friday outdoors

Please can provide your children with plain navy track suit 
bottoms or school tracksuit as the weather becomes colder.  

Earrings must be removed or taped with a plaster before 
coming to school.



Kite assessment system:
dot, line and cross 

In reports and progress evenings the children’s progress will be shared with 
you. We use a system that uses a dot, a line and a cross: ./x

X - a cross means the child has show a good understanding of the objective

/ - this shows the child has some understanding of the objective but may 
need some additional work to secure the cross

. – a dot means either they have not been taught this concept or that they do 
not yet understand and will need extra teaching.



Kite assessment system:
emerging, developing, secure 
and next stage ready

At the end of each assessment period, children are identified as being one of four 
categories. This is based on the number of Xs a child has achieved.

The four categories are:
-Emerging (E) 
-Developing (D) 
-Securing (S) 
-Next Stage Ready (R)

By the end of the school year, children should be “securing” within their 
chronological stage to be learning at the age-related expectations.



Kite assessment system:

To be on track

By Christmas: emerging/developing
By Easter: developing
By summer: secure/next stage ready

If your child is developing at the at the end of the year, they will still move 
up to the next stage but support will be put in to continue to fill gaps.

Equally, if your child is secure before the end of the year, or next stage 
ready, they will be given a suitable challenge.





Kite assessment system

Parents will receive a written report in 
October, February and July.

There are progress evenings (where the child is invited to 
attend with the parents) in October and February.

If you would like further information about the assessment 
system, Mrs Harrison will be holding an online information 
meeting this term – further details to be come soon.



PRIDE Values

Hale has made a strong commitment to the PRIDE values and we 
actively teach the values:

P Pride and Positivity
R Respect and Responsibility
I Independence and Integrity
D Drive and Determination
E Excellence and Enjoyment



It’s good 
to be 

green!

Behaviour



Everyone starts on 
green in the 
morning and after 
lunch.





Important dates

We will send out further details in the near 
future.

Year 1 phonic screening will take place in the 
second half of the summer term – dates to 
be confirmed.



Contact details

If you need to contact the Year 1 team, you 
can email the team: 

Year1.hale@hale.kite.academy

But if it is more urgent, please ring the office.

Please note if you email at the weekend we 
will respond on Monday.

mailto:Year1.hale@hale.kite.academy


Thank you!

If you have any questions please email us using

the year group email below:

Year1.hale@hale.kite.academy


